May 2010
To:
Ministers of the Gospel: 

Active Ordained Pastors


Licensed Pastors


Commissioned 
RE:
Pastors Continuing Education Day, Saturday, June 19
Dear Ministers of the Gospel,

We are pleased to announce our annual Pastors Continuing Education Day for Saturday, June 19th. We have very excellent presentations scheduled and urge you to plan your convention travel to include this important day of learning and fellowship. The sessions will be held at Hillcrest Lutheran Academy.  There is no cost for these sessions to you and the day will finish off with a complimentary dinner for you and your spouse at Inspiration Point Bible Camp. 
This year, Inspiration Point Bible Camp is having a 50th Anniversary Celebration including a dinner and activities at the camp.  Those pastors and missionaries attending the sessions will receive two complementary tickets to the festivities, including the dinner.  
Enclosed is a copy of the schedule for the day, information about the Inspiration Point festivities, and a registration form for you to fill out and return. Please help us in our planning by sending in your registration by the deadline date.

May the Lord bless this day for you,
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Joel Egge, President

Enclosures:  Schedule, Inspiration Point information, Registration Form
Continuing Education Session Descriptions  

Morning Session:  The Relationship of Autonomous Congregations within the CLB Synod 
Description:  We confess, The Church of the Lutheran Brethren practices the congregational form of church government and the autonomy of the local congregation. The office of pastor and elder is to be filled by men only. The synodical administration has an advisory function as it relates to the congregation and an administrative function as it relates to the cooperative efforts of the congregations. –CLB Statement of Faith, paragraph J.

A persistent issue in our Church is how to understand and function in our synod which confesses the (visible) church is located in congregations of confessing Christian while these congregations are members of a synod. The Church of the Lutheran Brethren believes the congregations are gathered believers under Jesus Christ within the family of God (hence, the autonomy) but united by calling and promise in a synod which administers the cooperative ministries of the congregations.

The question to be addressed is, “What is the nature of this relationship and the extent of the authority given an individual congregation and what authority given to the family of congregations, the synod?”

Asked in a different way, the question is, “Who is responsible for the mission the Lord Jesus has entrusted the to Lutheran Brethren congregations?”

Some specific questions that might be included are:
· What responsibilities does a congregation have to the family (synod) of congregations? Do these responsibilities place limits on their autonomy?

· Can CLB congregations adopt any internal structure they desire? (Note the SOF paragraph stating the autonomy of the congregation also restricts who can be a (congregational) pastor and elder.)

· Can a CLB congregation expect other CLB congregations to participate in the cooperative efforts of the congregations?

· What authority is given to congregational pastors and elders in the congregation and to what authority are pastors and elders accountable?
Presenters: Rev. GT Gunhus and Elder Dr. Ken Peeders

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Afternoon Session:  Describing or Declaring the Law and Gospel, What is a Sermon? 
Description:  Paul instructs, “Preach the Word.” God works through the foolishness of preaching.

In studying Scripture, pastors need to address textual facts and questions. Pastors need to understand how theological tools (concepts) such as Law and Gospel assist in understanding and correctly applying the Scripture. These studies, perhaps by necessity, employ descriptive and explanatory speech.
Is preaching the same as explaining? How should a sermon address the congregation’s need of repentance of sin and receiving God’s grace?

Questions for this session might include:
· “What is preaching?”
· “What is the relationship between declaring and describing God’s Word?”

· “When is it important to describe the Law and Gospel?”

· “Does a description of the Law and the Gospel have the same power as the proclamation of the Word of the Law and the Word of the Gospel?”

Presenter: Rev. Dale Hanson

Registration Form for

Church of the Lutheran Brethren Pastors Continuing Education 

For Ministers of the Gospel:  Active Ordained, Licensed, and Commissioned
Saturday, June 19, 2009     9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Meeting at Hillcrest Lutheran Academy

Speakers and Topics

  Morning Session




	
	Session 1—9:00 – 10:15 AM
	The Relationship of Autonomous Congregations within the CLB Synod 

Part 1
	Rev. GT Gunhus

Dr. Ken Peeders

	
	Session 2—10:45 – 12:00 Noon
	The Relationship of Autonomous Congregations within the CLB Synod

Part 2
	Rev. GT Gunhus

Dr. Ken Peeders

	
	
	
	

	
	Afternoon Session
	

	
	Session 3—1:30 – 3:45PM
	Describing or Declaring the Law and Gospel, What is a Sermon? 
	Rev. Dale Hanson

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Name________________________​​​_​​​____________ Address_______________________________________
City__________________________________________ ST________________ Zip ____________________
Email____________________________________________ Phone__________________________________

Please submit registration by June 1, 2010 by email to: clb@clba.org or by mail to:

Church of the Lutheran Brethren

Office of the President

PO Box 655

Fergus Falls MN  56538
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Inspiration Point Dinner Reservations

The Church of the Lutheran Brethren invites Pastors Continuing Education participants and spouses to attend the dinner & festivities at Inspiration Point Bible Camp on Saturday evening, June 19.  Dinner will be served at Inspiration Point Bible Camp at 5:30 PM.  Please see enclosed flyer or www.ipoint.org for more information. 
· My spouse and I will attend.

· I will attend.
· My spouse and I will likely attend.

· I will likely attend.

· I/we will not attend.
