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September 30, 2009

Office of the Counsel to the Governor

State Capitol

Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Paterson:

It was nice to join you at New York Hospital Queens last week for the announcement of the awards of $30 million to Queens health care facilities.  It certainly was a welcome step towards the “rightsizing” of our health care delivery system in Queens.

Today I am writing in support of A8461/S5802 known as the Hospital Closure Planning Act.  This Bill mandates that the Department of Health hold a public hearing concerning the effects of a hospital closure within 30 days of notification by the affected hospital.

As you well know, Queens lost three hospitals in less than one year and a total of four during my tenure as Borough President.  Prior to any of these closures, it was documented that Queens was already under-bedded and medically under-served.  In my opinion, these closures have led to a health care delivery crisis in Queens.

This Bill will allow for public notification and input into this process.  In addition, it requires the Department of Health to report on hospital closures which occurred in 2009 thereby addressing our recent Queens closures.

I know you are committed to ensuring access to all services to all New York State residents.  This Bill will mandate accountability on matters that affect the well-being of all Queens residents.

I look forward to you signing the Hospital Closure Planning Act into law.

Best Wishes always.

Sincerely,

HELEN MARSHALL

President

Borough of Queens
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